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The entire book, with its unconventional page arrangement and eclectic, frenetic mix of text and

pictures, is a spoof on the art of book design and the art of the fairy tale. The individual tales, such

as The Really Ugly Duckling and Little Red Running Shorts, can be extracted for telling aloud, with

great success. Another masterpiece from the team that created The True Story of the Three Little

Pigs! -Horn Book
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GREAT! What other word can possibly come to mind reading The Stinky Cheese Man? I originally

bought this book for my niece and nephew, Kayla and Greg. But before I gave it to them I read it

myself and I simply could not stop laughing.The best way to describe this to parents and adults is:

it's a combination of Rocky and Bullwinkle (working on two humor levels), Mad Magazine, Mother

Goose, and absolute literary anarchy. If you're an adult and have any sense of humor whatsoever

you're going to laugh out loud. The best way to describe this to parents is to quote Greg, 10, who,

upon being told he'd get this book said: "GREAT! It has those funny stories and those crazy

drawings. I love it!!"How did author Jon Scieszka and illustrator hit on a book that truly appeals to

ALL ages? The book is a parody, moving visually and in its text as fast as a guided missle, but



never for one millisecond underestimating the intelligence of its kid -- or adult -- readership. My

Special 10 Year Anniversary Edition of this book contained a "Long Lost Stupid Fairy Tale" printed

under the cover, the Boy Who Cried Cow Patty, a take off of the boy who cried "Wolf." (There is a

less kid friendly version of this great story circulating on the internet).Once you open the book (and I

will not give it all away) you are immediately comedically clobbered with the Little Red Hen, who

can't wait until the title page is seen to start her story and is upset with the management. Fonts,

page layout, are all satirized or exploited for maximum laughs. Any kid who has ever had a fairy tale

read to him/her and looked at a typical fairy tale book will get the visual joke immediately. So this

book is not only a book they can read but a book that will make them WANT to read MORE...and

see that reading can truly be FUN.
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